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CHAPTERMMCCXXX I.

AN ACT TO DIRECT THE MANNER, TIME AND PLACES OF HOLDING
ELECTIONS FOR ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES.

Whereas,theconstitutionof theUnitedStatesdirects,that
for the purposeof choosinga presidentand vice-presidentof
the United States,“Eachstateshall appoint in suchmanner
as the legislaturethereofmay direct, a numberof electors
equal to the whole numberof senatorsand representatives
to which the statemay be entitled in the congress.” There-
fore:

SectionI. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
and Houseof Representativesof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet,andit is herebyenactedby
the authority of the same,That an electionshall be heldin
thecity of Philadelphiaand the severalcountiesof this com-
monwealth,by the citi’zens qualified to vote for membersof
the generalassembly,at the sameplacesat which the said
membersshall havebeenvotedfor at thelast precedingelec-
tion, o’n thefifth Fridayprecedingthefirst Wednesdayin De-
cember,which will be in the year one thousandeight hun-
dredandfour, andon the fifth. Fridayprecedingthefirst Wed-
nesdayin Decemberin every fourth year therearter,for the
purposeof electingelectorsof a presidentand vice-president
of the United States;of which electionsdue notice shall be
given by the sheriffs of the respectivecounties;and the sev-
eral judges,inspectorsand clerks, who shall have attended
at thelastelectionfor membersof thegeneralassembly,shall
attendandperform, at the said electionof electors,the like
duties,and besubjectto thelike penaltiesfor neglector mis-
conduct,asthey are or shall be liable to, at the electionof
membersof the generalassembly.

SectionII. (SectionII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthority aforesaid,That at everysuchelection,every
citizen qualified as aforesaidshall be entitled to vote by de-
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livering to the proper officer, a written or printed ticket or
ballot, containingthe namesof anumberof persons,equalto
the whole numberof senatorsandrepresentativesto which
this statemaybe entitled in the congressof theUnitedStates;
andthe sameproceedingshall be hadwith the said tickets,
as is or shall be by law directedat the electionof members
of the generalassembly,andas soonas all the Votes shall
havebeenreadoff and counted,the judges of each district
shall makeout a certificate signedby the said judges,or a
majority of them, of the numberof votes which have been
given for eachcandidate,which numbersshall be expressed
in words at length, and one of the said judges shall take
chargeOf saidcertificate,andon the Mondaynext after said
electionshall havebeenholden,producethe samein a meet-
ing of one judge from each district within the said county,
at the court house,andfor the city and county of Philadel-
phia at the state house,for which service each judge shall
be allowed ten cents for every mile he shall havetravelled
in performingthe same,andthe judgesof the severaldistricts
of the said county,so met, shall addtogether the numberof
voteswhich shall appearto havebeengiven for each candi-
dates,andmake out triplicate returns on paper or parch-
ment,signedby the said judges,or a majority of them, con-
taining the namesof the personsvotedford andthe number
of votes given for eachexpressedin wordsat length; two of
which returnsshallbe deliveredforthwith, by oneof the said
judges, to the prothonotaryof the proper county, who shall
file oneof themin his office, andwithin two daysafterhe shall
havereceivedthe said returns, deposit one of them in the
nearestpostoffice, to be forwardedto the office of thesecre-
tary of the commonwealth,to be there filed; and the third
return shall be forthwith deliveredby one of the judgesto
the sheriff of the proper county, endorsingthereonthe time
of deliveringthe same,who shallby himself or his deputyde-
liver the sameto the governor within fourteen days after
the electionshallhavebeenholden; andthe saidprothonotary
andsheriff shall receivefor transmitting,depositingandde-
livering the said returnsto the post office andthe governor
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as aforesaid,the samecompensationasis allowedfor similar
servicesby the act,entitled “An act to regulatethe general
electionswithin this commonwealth,”passedthe fifteenth
day of February,one thousandsevenhundred and ninety-
nine;1 and the prothonotariesand sheriffs respectivelyshall
be subjectto like penaltiesfor neglector misconduct,asare
prescribedin similar casesby thesaidrecitedact;andthegov-
ernor shall enumerateand ascertainthe number of votes
given for eachand every personso as aforesaidvoted for,
and shall thereupondeclareby proclamation,the names of
thepersonsduly electedand chosen,andshall causea notifi-
cationof their electionto bedeliveredto thepersonso chose]1,
on or before the last Wednesdayin the month of November
next after suchelection.

Section III. (Section III, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby the authority aforesaid,That the electorswho shall
be chosenas aforesaid,shall at twelve o’clock on the day
which is or may be directed by the congressof the United
States,meetatthe seatof governmentof this state,andshall
thenandthereperform thedutiesenjoinedupon theiii by the
constitutionand laws of the United States.

Section IV. (Section IV, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby theauthorityaforesaid,Thateachof thesaidele~iors
shall, beforethe hour of nine o’clock A. M. on the day next
precedingthe day of electionof presidentand vice-presi(leIIt
of the United States,give notice to the governor, fiat he
is at theseatof governmentand ready to perform the (lufieS
of anelector,and it shall be the duty of the governor,on the
day of the meetingof the said electors,betweenthe hours
of nine and ten o’clock, A. M., to inform the legislature(if
in session)who of the electorsareat the seatof governincut,
and if by that information it shall appearthat any one or
moreof the electorsbe absentfrom the seatof government,
time legislatureshall forthwith proceedto chooseby a joint
vote,a personor personsto fill up suchvacanciesasmayhave
occurredby thenon-attendanceof oneor moreof theelectors,
and immediatelyafter suchchoice shall have beenmadeby
thelegislature,thenameor namesof thepersonor personsso
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chosenshall be transmittedto the governor, whose duty it
shall be forthwith to causea notification of his or their elec-
tion to be deliveredin writing to eachandeveryof the electors
last chosenas aforesaid;and the said personor personsso
notified, and not the personor personsin whose places he
or they shall be chosenas aforesaid,shall be electors,and
shallmeeton the sameday,togetherwith the other electors,
andperform the duties enjoinedon them by the constitution
andlaws of the UnitedStates.

SectionV. (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That in caseof any electionof a
presidentandvice-presidentof the United States,atanyother
periods than those hereinbeforespecified, the sameshall in
all respectsbe held, conductedandconcluded,as is provided
by this act, in the caseof an election held at the ordinary
period prescribedby the constitutionand laws of time United
Statesfor holding the same.

Section VI. (Section VI, P. Ii.) And be it further en-
actedby theauthorityaforesaid,That eachof thesaidelectors
shall receive three dollars daily wages, when traveling to,
remainingat, andreturning from the placeof meeting afore-
said, the sameto be paid by the treasurerof the state,on a
warrant or warrants signedby the presidentof the meeting
of the saidelectors,if anytheyshall choose,or by a majority
of suchelectors,exclusiveof personsin whose favor the war-
rant is drawn.

ApprovedFebruary2, 1802. RecordedL. B. No. 8, p. 33.
Note (‘) Chapter2020, 16 Statutesat Large, p. 163.

CHAPTER MMCCXXXII.

AN ACT DECLARING THE HOLDING OF OFFICES OR APPOINTMENTS
UNDER THIS SPATE INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE HOLDING OR EX-
ERCISING OFFICES OR APPOINTMENTS UNDER THE UNITED
STATES.

Whereas,the eighthsectionof the secondarticle of the con-
stitution of this commonwealthprovidesthat no personhold-
ing or exercisinganyoffice of profit or trust underthe United


