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CHAPTER MMCCXLVII.

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE EDUCATION OF POOR CHILDREN
GRATIS.

Whereas,by the first section of the seventharticle of the
constitution of this commonwealth,it is directed“That the
legislatureshall, as soon as convenientlymay be, provide by
law for the establishmentof schools throughoutthe state,in
suchmanneras that the poor may be taught gratis:“ There-
fore,

SectionI. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted
by theauthority of the same,Thatfrom andafter the passing
of this act, theguardiansandoverseersof thepoor of the city
of Philadelphia,the district of Southwark and township of
the Northern Liberties, and every township and borough
within this commonwealth,shall ascertainthe namesof all
thosechildrenwhoseparentsor guardianstheyshall judge to
be unable to give them necessaryeducation,and shall give
noticein writing to suchparentsor guardians,that provision
is madeby law for the educationof their children or thechil-
drenundertheir care,andthat theyhavea full andfree right
to subscribe,at the usual rates,andsendthem to any school
in their neighborhood,giving notice thereof, as soonas may
be, to the guardiansor overseers,of the term for which they
havesubscribed,the numberof scholars,andthe rate of tui-
tion; andin thosetownshipswherethereare no guardiansor
overseersof the poor, the supervisorsof the highways shall
performthedutieshereinrequiredto bedoneby theguardians
or overseersof the poor.

Section II. (Section II, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That every guardian, overseer
of the poor,or supervisorof the highway, as the casemay be,

6—XVII.



82 TheStatntesat Largeof Pennsylvania. [1802

in any township or place where any such child or children
shallbe sentto schoolasaforesaid,shallenterin a book,the
nameor names,ageandlengthof time such child or children
shallhavebeensosentto school,togetherwith the amountof
schooling,schoolbooksandstationary,andshall levy andcol-
lect, in the sameway andmanner,andunderthe sameregula-
tions as poor taxes or roadtaxesare levied and collected,a
sufficient sumof moneyfrom their respectivetownships,bor-
oughs,wards,or districts,to dischargesuchexpenses,together
with the sum of five per centumfor their trouble.

SectionIII. (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the guardiansor overseers
of the poor for the time being, or supervisorsof the high
ways, asthe casemaybe, shalluseall diligenceandprudence
in carryingthis act into effect, andshall settletheir accounts
in the sameway andmanneras by the existing laws of the
state,the guardians,overseersof the poor andsupervisorsof
the highways,are authorizedandrequired to settle their ac-
counts.

Section IV. (SectionIV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That this act shall continue in
force for the term of threeyears,andfrom thenceto the end
of thenextsitting of the generalassembly,andno longer.

ApprovedMarch 1st, 1802. RecordedL. B. No. 8, p. 60.
Repealedby Chapter 2465 (Act March 19th, 1804, P. L. 76). Infra

this volume p. 720.

CHAPTERMMCCXLVIII.

AN ACT ALTERING THE PLACE OF HOLDING ELECTIONS IN THE
FOURTH DISTRICT, IN THE COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON,

Section I. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet,andit is herebyenactedby
the authority of the same, That the electorsof the fourth
electiondistrict, in the county of Northampton, shall from
andafter the passingof this act, hold their generalelections


