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CHAPTER MMCCLXXXVII.

AN ACT TO COMPLETE THE BENEVOLENT INTENTION OF THE LEG-
ISLATTJRE OF THIS COMMONWEALTH, BY DISTRIBUTING THE DO-
NATION LANDS TO ALL WHO ARE ENTITLED THERETO.

\Vhereas,someof the lateofficers andsoldiersbelonging to
the Pennsylvanialine, in the RevolutionaryWar, havenot re-
ceivedtheir donationlands. And whereasit hathbeenrepre-
sentedthat amongstthe lots in the tenth donationdistrict,
which the ownershavereleasedas being in the state of New
York and for which they have received other lots in lieu
thereof,many arestill in Pennsylvania,andalso that a num-
ber of the lots mayyet be foundwithin the boundsof thedona-
tion surveys,not numberedor returnedas donationlots, nor
otherwiseappropriated: Therefore,

SectionI. (Section1, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania, in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted
by theauthority of the same,That it shall be the duty of the
landofficers to ascertainthenumberof donationlots returned
of eachdescription,which yet remainundrawnandnot other-
wise ajipropriated;or which havingbeendrawn,havenot been
appliedfor in the time prescribedby law; andcausenumbers
correspondingwith each lot of the several descriptions,ac-
cording to the quantity of land allowed to eachgrade of offi-
cers, non-commissionedofficers and privates,to be made on
separatepiecesof paper,asnearly of the samesizeas maybe,
which piecesof paper shallbe put carefully into small boxes,
equalto the numberof differentgradeswhich maybeyet un-
supplied; and on applicationof eachpersonfor their respec-
tive donation, the saidland officers,after beingsatisfiedwith
the justiceof his or her claim, shall causethe box containing
the tickets representingthe quantity of land to which such
applicantmay be entitled, to be shook, so as to mix the said
ticketsor piecesof paper,andshalldraw, or causeto bedrawn
therefrom,oneor moreof the numberssodepositedas maybe



132 TheStatii~tesat Largeof Pennsylvania. [1802

necessaryto completethequantity which suchapplicantmay
beentitledto; andin like mannerto proceedoneachandevery
application,thepersonfirst applying,to beentitledto thefirst
draft, and immediatelyafter drawing, to proceedto issue a
patentor patentsfor therespectivelots so drawn,free of all
expenseexceptthe enrolling fees. Providedalways, that no
lot to bedrawnor patentto beissuedin pursuanceof this act
shall interferewith or defeatanyprior title which may have
beenacquiredunderthe authority of any former law of this
commonwealth.

Section II. (SectionII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authorityaforesaid,Thatthe surveyorgeneralbe, and
he is herebyauthorizedto direct a surveyto be madeat the
expenseof the state,in suchmannerasto ascertainwith ac-
curacy,all lots within thetenth donationdistrict, which have
beenreportedashavingfallen into thestateof New York, and
assuchreleased;awl which may still be within the stateof
Pennsylvania,or in thetrianglepurchasedfrom Congress,also
to procurereturnsof all otherlots which areindicatedwithin
the generaldrafts of any of the donationdistricts, andwhich
arenot otherwiseappropriated;and also to divide largeinto
smaller lots; which said releasedlots, or other lots, as soon
asthe surveysof themaremadeand returned,shall bemade
useof to supplythe boxesmentionedin the foregoingsection
with a sufficientnumberof ticketsto carry the designof this
actcompletelyinto effect.

SectionIII. (SectionIII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by theauthorityaforesaid,Thattheboardof propertybe, and
theyareherebyauthorizedto exercisethe samepowersrela-
tive to donation lands, which they areby law authorizedto
exercisein casesrespectingother land within this common-
wealth;andin all casesof difficulty or disputebetweenappli-
cantsunderthis law, andon thevalidity andproprietyof the
claim of eachand every applicant, they are authorizedto
makethenecessaryenquiry, and decide.

SectionIV. (SectionIV, P.L.) And beit furtherenacted
by the authority aforesaid,That in order to enablethe land
officers, or boardof property, to executethe duties imposed
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upon them by this act, it shall be the duty of the secretary
of the commonwealth,to deliver to the secretaryof the land
office and surveyorgeneral,all books, papers,drafts or docu-
mentsnow in his office, relativeto donationlands, returnsof
survey, general or connecteddrafts, maps or charts so re-
ceived,to bedepositedin thesurveyorgeneral’soffice, andall
othersof thesaidpapers,booksor documents,to be deposited
in the office of the secretaryof the land office; and whenthe
whole donations shall be completely effected, the general
drafts to be depositedin the rolls office, agreeablyto the di-
rectionsof a former law.

SectionV. (SectionV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That upon satisfactoryproof be-
ing madeto theboardof property,by thewidow, heir or heirs
of anydeceasedofficer or soldier,it shall be the duty of said
boardto direct a patentor patentsto issuein the usualway,
in favor of suchwidow, heir or heirs, for suchdonationlands,
and on the sameconditions asthe officer or soldier would, if
living, be entitled to.

SectionVI. (SectionVI, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That no application for donation
landsshallhereafterbeadmitted;andthat no patentfor such
land,alreadyappliedfor, shallbegranted,unlesssuchpatent
is demandedwithin oneyearafterthepassingof this act.

ApprovedApril 2, 1802. RecordedL. B. No. 8, P. 104.

CHAPTER MMCCLXXXVIII.

AN ACT TO SETTLE THE CONTROVERSIESARISING FROM CONTEND-
ING CLAIMS TO LANDS WITHIN THAT PART OF THE TERRITORY OF
THIS COMMONWEALTH, NORTH AND WEST OF THE RIVERS OHIO
AND ALLEGHENY. AND CONEWANGO CREEK.

Whereas,by the ninth sectionof an act of the generalas-
sembly,passedthethird dayof April, onethousandsevenhun-
dredandninety-two,~1~entitled“An actfor thesaleof theva-
cantlandswithin this commonwealth,”it is enactedthat no
warrantor surveyto be issuedor madein pursuanceof the


