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CHAPTER MMDXXYV.

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE PAYMENT OF COSTS ON INDICTMENTS.

Whereas experience has proved, that the laws obliging the
respective counties to pay the costs of prosecutions, in all
criminal cases, where the accused is or are acquitted, have
a tendency to promote litigation; inasmuch as they enable
restless and turbulent people to hardss the peaceable part of
the community, with trifling, unfounded, or malicious prose-
cutions at the expense of the public: Therefore,

Section I. (Section I, P. I.) Be it enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Penn-
gylvania, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted
by the authority of the same, That from and after the first
of November next, in all prosecutions, cases of felony only
excepted, if the bill or bills of indictment shall be returned
“ignoramus,”’ the grand jury who returns the same shall de-
cide and certify on such bill, whether the county or the pro-
secutor shall pay the costs of prosecution; and in all cases
of acquittals, by the petit jury, on indictments for the offenses
aforesaid, the jury trying the same shall determine, by their
verdict, whether the county or the prosecutor, or the defen-
dant or defendants, shall pay the costs of prosecution; and the
jury so determining, in case they direct the prosecutor to pay
the costs, shall name him or them in their return or verdict.

Section II. (Section II, P. 1.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That whenever any jury shall de-
termine, as aforesaid, that the prosecutor or prosecutors shall
pay the costs, the court in which the said determination shall
be made, shall forthwith pass sentence to that effect, and
order him, her or them committed to the jail of the county
until the costs are paid, unless he, she or they give security
to pay the same within ten days.

. Section III. (Section III, P. I.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That when a number of persons
shall be charged and tried upon one indictment, such costs



1803] The Statutes at Large of Pennsylvania.

shall be taxed, as if the name of one person only was con-
tained in the said indictment; any law, usage or custom to
the contrary notwitstanding.

Section IV, (Section IV, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid, That this aet shall be and con-
tinue in force during the term of three years, and from thence

to the end of the next session of the general assembly.®
Recorded in L. B. No. 10, p. 45.

Note (*). See Chapter 2582. (Act March 28, 1805). Infra, this vol-
ume, p. 998.
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
December 8th, 1804.

Mr. Thompson, the Secretary of the Commonwealth, being
introduced, presented to the Chair a message from the Gov-
ernor, which was read as follows, viz.
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania.

Gentlemen,

The bill, entitled, “An act to regulate the Payment of Costs
on Indictments,” which was presented to me near the close
of the last session, has not been returned within three days
after your present meeting, so that it is now become a law.
I have directed it to be returned to the House of Representa-
tives in which it originated.

THOMAS M’KEAN.
Lancaster, December Tth, 1804.
Extract from the journal,
MATTHEW HUSTON,
Clerk of the House of Representatives.

IN SENATE.
December 8th, 1804.
The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a message
from the Governor, which was read as follows, to wit:
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania.
Gentlemen, ‘
The bill, entitled “An act to regulate the Payment of
Costs on Indictments,” which was presented to me near the
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close of the last session, has not been returned within three
days after your present meeting, so that it is now become
a law. I have directed it to be returned to the House of
Representatives in which it originated.

THOMAS M’KEAN.
Lancaster, December Tth, 1804.

CHAPTER MMDXXVL

AN ACT FOR ERECTING A NEW ELECTION DISTRICT IN THE COUNTY
OF CENTRE.

Section I. (Section I, P. 1) Be it enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Penn.
sylvania, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted
by the authority of the same, That from and after the pass-
ing of this act, all Miles township, agreeably to the present
boundaries thereof, including all that part of Sugar Valley
which falls into Centre county, shall be an election district,
to be called the sixth election district, and the electors thereof
shall hold their general elections at the house now occupied
by Nicholas Gast, in said district.

Approved January 8, 1805. Recorded in L. B, No. 10, p. 46.

CHAPTER MMDXXVII.

AN ACT ENLARGING THE BOUNDS OF THE NINTH ELECTION DIS-
TRICT, IN THE COUNTY OF WASHINGTON,

Section I. (Section I, P. L) Be it enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted
by the authority of the same, That the following bounds, in
the county of Washington, from and after the passing of this
act, shall be included in and annexed to Stephenson’s election
district, to wit: Beginning at the line between Washington
and Green counties, on the ridge that divides the waters of



