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trueandfaithful performanceof their respectivetrusts;which
bond shall bedepositedin theoffice of the said p~rothonotary.

ApprovedMarch 2, 1805. Recordedin L. B. No. 10, p. 81.

CHAPTERMDLVIII.

AN ACT DISSOLVINGTHE MARRIAGE OF THOMAS ADKINSON AND RE-
BECCA, HIS WIFE.

Whereasit appearsby thememorialandpetitionof Rebecca
Adkinson, late RebeccaRittenhouse,of Fayettecounty, fully
supportedby official documentsandauthenticvouchers,that
ThomasAdkinson,(then of good character)and the said Re-
beccawerelawfully joined in marriageon the twelfth day of
November,annodomini onethousandeight hundredand one;
that in the month of May, annodomini one thousandeight
hundredand three,the said Thomaswas arrestedand corn-
]llitted to the jail of Fayette county, and at Juneterm, in
said county, indicted of larceny;that said Thomashavinges-
capedfrom said prison, the processissuedin consequenceof
theafoi~esaidindictmentwas,at thenextterm, returned“non
est inventus;” that said Thomaswas in themonth of March,
annodomini onethousandeight hundredandfour, arraigned
and convicted,in the court of quartersessionsof the peace
of Allegheny county, of divers felonies, and was thereupon
sentencedand adjudgedto undergoan imprisonmentof five
yearsin thepenitentiaryhousein Philadelphia,andotherwise
to be dealt with as the law directs; in which prison he now
remains: And whereasit appears,that the conduct of the
saidThomasfrom themonthof May, onethousandeight hun-
dred and three,to the presenttime, hasbeenone continued
sceneof vice evincing a total derelictionof morality, and an
entire neglectof his wife and tenderinfant, insomuchthat
the said Rebeccahaslost all confidencein and affection for
her said husbandand hasprayedthe legislatureto dissolve
the marriage heretofore contracted between them: And
whereasit appearsthat thesaidRebeccais of good character,
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and that howeverenormousthe conductof her husbandhas
beenthe existing laws do not authorizethe courts of justice
to granta divorceunderthesecircumstances:Therefore,

SectionI. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
and Houseof Representativesof the Commonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted
bytheauthority of thesame,That themarriagecontracten-
teredinto by thesaid Thomasand RebeccaAdkinson,be, and
thesameis herebydeclaredto be null and void, and thepar-
ties respectivelyset free and dischargedfrom the marriage
contract,and all the dutiesarisingunderthe same,asfully
and absolutelyas if theybad neverbeenjoined in marriage;
but nothing hereincontainedshall be construedto affect or
renderillegitimate any child or children born of the body of
the saidRebeccaduring the coverture.

ApprovedMarch 2, 1805. Recordedin L. B. No. 10, p. 83.

CHAPTER MMDLIX.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNORTO INCORPORATEA COMPANY
FORMAKING AN ARTIFICIAL ROAD FROM THE RIVER SCHTJYLKILL
AT READING, IN THE COUNTY OF BERKS, TO OR NEAR HUMMELS-
TOWN IN THE COUNTY OF DAUPHIN.

Section I. (Section 1, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andhouseof Representativesof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssembly met, and it is herebyenacted
by the authority of the same,That JosephHoister, Peter
Fralley, John Huy, John Keim, senior, George Ege, Conrad
Staugh,Christian Lower, of the county of Berks, and John
~layer, Philip Greenawalt., Peter Shindle, David Krause,
Henry Gilpin, Henry Meyer, Abram Raguel, Henry Berry,
Andrew Kehhinger, John Kean, Jacob Greenawalt, George
Hoyer andRobertHarris, of the county of Dauphin, be, and
theyareherebyappointedcommissioners,to performthe sev-
eral dutieshereinaftermentioned,that is to say, they shall
procureeight books,and in eachof them enter as follows:
“We the subscribers,promiseto pay ‘to the president,mana-


