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Section XX. (SectionXX, P. L.) And be it further en-
actedby theauthority aforesaid,Thatafterthis actshall come
into operation,so muchof any law or laws asis or arehereby
alteredor’ supplied,be, and the sameis herebyrepealed.

ApprovedMarch 2D, 1809. Recordedin L. B. No. 11, P. 349.
Note (1). Chapter2693; Suprathis volume, p. 222.
Note (2)• Chapter 2999; Suprathis volume, p. 897.

CHAPTER MMMLXXXI.

AN ACT MARING- PERPETUALAN ACT ENTITLED “AN ACT TO REGU-
LATE THE PAYMENT OF COSTS ON INDICTMENTS,” (1), AND THE
SECOND SECTION OF AN ACT, ENTITLED “AN ACT EXPLANATORY
OF THE ACT ENTITLED ‘AN ACT TO REGULATE THE PAYMENT OF
COSTS ON INDICTMENTS’ “ (2).

SectionI. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted
by theauthorityof the same,That theact entitled “An actto
regulatethepaymentof costson indictments,”~1~and the sec-
ond sectionof an act,entitled “An act explanatoryof theact
en-titled ‘An act to regulatethe paymentof ‘costs on indict-
ments,’ “(2) areherebycontinuedandmadeperpetual.And pro-
vided, that any prosecutor,notwithstandinghis being liable
for the paymentof or exemptionfrom costs,shall be a com-
petentwitnessbeforethegrandorpetit jury.

ApprovedMarch 29, 1809. RecordedIn L. B. No. 10, p. 45.
Note (1)~ Chapter2525; 17 Statutesat Large, p. 882.
Note (2). Chapter2582; 17 Statutesat Large, p. 998.

CHAPTERMMMLXXXII.

AN ACT ENABLING CERTAIN TRUSTEESTO SELL AND CONVEY THE
REAL ESTATE OF HENRY STRATER, A LUNATIC.

Whereasit appearsby the proceedingshadin the court of
common pleas, for the county of Lycomiug, that a certain
BenryStrater,of thesaidcounty,hasbeenadjudgedalunatic,
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andthatMosesWilison andIsraelMerrickwereby saidcourt,
appointedtrusteesto takecareof thepersonandestateof the
saidHenry Strater. And whereasthe said trusteeshavere-
presentedto this legislature,that the personalestateof the
said lunatic is of very little consequence,and that the said
lunatic is indebtedabouttwo hundredand fifty dollars,upon
various accounts. That the said Henry Strater ostensibly
claimsandhatha warrantof survey,andsurveymadefounded
upon an improvementright for atract of abouttwo hundred
acresof land,situateon CrookedCreek,in Delmartownship,in
the provisional county of Tioga, yet belonging to Lycoming
county,adjoininglandsof IsraelBuckley,andthat it is neces-
sarythat theland aforesaidshouldbe sold for,the purposeof
payingthedebtsof thesaidlunatic,andprovidingfor thecom-
fort of his wife andchildren:Therefore,

SectionI. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted~
by the authority of the same,That MosesWillson andIsrael
Merrick, of Delmar township, in the provisional county of
Tioga, yet belonging to Lycoming county, be, and they are
herebyauthorizedandempoweredto sell and convey all the
realestateof Henry Strater,a lunatic, to suchpersonor per-
sons, for suchprice or prices, and on suchtermsand cond’i-
tions‘as they maydeemmostadvantageousto thesaid lunatic
and his heirs, and that the deedsor other assurancesto be
madeby them to thepurchaseror purchasers,shallbeasgood
andeffectualin law to all intentsandpurposes,asif the said
Henry Straterwas of soundmind and a party to the same:
Provided, that the said Moses Wilison . and Israel Merrick
shall,beforetheyproceedto sell theestateof the said Henry
Strater,enter into recognizancewith sufficient securitybe-
fore the court of commonpleasof Lycoming county, that all
themoniesarisingfrom the salesauthorizedby this act,shall,
after payingthe debtsof the saidlunatic, be‘so disposedof as
will be mostfor the benefitof thesaidlunaticandhis heirs.
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SectionII. (SectionII, P. L.) And be it further enacted
by the authority aforesaid,That the moniesarisingfrom the
saleof thesaidlandsshalldescend(if any) at thedeathof the
saidlunatic,to thesameheirs,andin thesameproportionsas
therealestatewouldhavedoneif this acthadnotbeenpassed.

ApprovedMarch 29. 1809. Reeordedin L. B. No. 11, p. 353.

OHAPTERMMMLXXXIII.

AN’ ACT CONCERNING- SENTENCESOF FOREIGN PRIZE COURTS.

Whereasit hasbeenheldon theauthorityof certainBritish
precedents,that thesentencesof foreignprizecourtsarecon-
clusiveevidencein all casesof every fact which on the face
of themit appearsthat theymeantto decidesothat a citizen
of this commonwealth,whosepropertyhasbeenunjustlycap.
turedandcondemnedasbelongingto theenemyof thecaptor,
or on someotherfalsepretext,cannotaccordingto that prin-
ciple, beadmitted,to prove in ourown courts,that he wasat
thetime of suchcapture,thebonafide ownerof suchproperty,
but the sentenceof the foreign prize courts is consideredas
conclusiveevidenceof thecontraryfactagainsthim, in conse-
quencewhereof underwriters who have received large pre-
miums for insuring American property againstthe risk of
captureandits consequences,aredischargedfrom the obliga-
tion of their contractby the very accidentagainstwhich it
was meantto provide,which is contraryto every‘principle of
justice and,morality, an4 is in direct oppositionto the princi-
ples of the constitutionsof the United States,and of this
State:Therefore,

Section I. (SectionI, P. L.) Be it enactedby the Senate
andHouseof Representativesof theCommonwealthof Penn-
sylvania,in GeneralAssemblymet, and it is herebyenacted
by theauthorityof thesame,Thatfrom andafterthepassing
of this act, no sentence,judgment,or decree,final or inter-


